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Why Do Popular Classes Revolt? 

 

In the mid-eighties of the twentieth century, the question was: Why do 
popular classes revolt? during which the Arab world witnessed a series of 
uprisings from the 18/19 January 1977 uprising in Egypt, to the famous 1989 
uprising in Jordan, as well as reaching Sudan, Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria. 
Consecutively the popular masses reaction was evident, becoming prevailing 
mean expressing the profound crisis within the popular classes. 

Since the beginning of this century, the question turned to be: Why the 
popular masses ceased to revolt? There is no doubt that this question is a mere 
reflection of the apparent passiveness of these classes, as we have not witnessed 
any large scale massive movement-as that in the eighties- despite the 
exasperatedly worsening economic situation. 

Then why don not popular classes revolt? And why do popular classes 
revolt? This distance between the two questions, perhaps, reveals the problem 
of consciousness, which governs the current political movement, and especially 
the Marxist ones, as governs intellectuals. We will notice that this question 
exposes the consciousness that deals with reality as distinct events, that seem 
to appear suddenly, or does not seem to appear. This formal consciousness 
actually does not understand the process of reality, and thus cannot touch its 
potential possibilities. That’s why there was no correct answer to the question: 
why do popular classes revolt? Also there was no correct answer to the 
question: why don not popular classes revolt? 

And here I can touch the logic that generally governs common Marxists, 
where it is still limited to forms (formal logic), in what is apparent and in what is 
being revealed. That’s why the question: why do popular classes revolt? Was 
asked when they revolted, and when not, the other question was asked. 

 

Despite the importance of these two questions, and despite their 
methodological necessity, the problem is that the first question is asked after 
the revolution of these classes, and the second one is asked not to deal with the 



potential possibilities of revolution, but to confirm the extinction and the 
servility of popular classes. From this perspective, we can’t understand that a 
new uprising may occur in most of the Arab countries, in spite of the movement 
of these popular classes in many countries, such as Morocco, Mauritania, Jordan 
and Yemen, and the big strike in Egypt which has been occurring since more 
than a year.  

The “political” logic (i.e. the trivial political logic that treats politics just as 
events) is not able to expect the occurrence of uprisings, because it does not see 
reality in depth, primarily the economic and social reality, where politics is 
produced, and change begins, and where the activity of Marxist party should be 
built up to transform any spontaneous mass activity into a conscious 
movement. The government imposes its tyranny through intelligence service, 
police and military forces and through the fear it plants inside popular classes. 
But the blowout of these classes won’t give any importance for these powers 
actually. The power of the regime comes from its cohesion, and from its ability 
to build an army capable of dealing with the internal deterrence. This state 
permits the capitalist class to plunder and exploit the popular classes without 
any reaction, or any ability to complain. But plundering will lead the popular 
classes, in an accumulative process, to be unable to live. From this perspective, 
the uprising becomes inescapable, where fear and death become equal: the fear 
from regime, and starving to death. 

For that reason, Marxism starts from the working class program, and from 
its responsibility to provide true consciousness and organization of this class in 
order to build the Marxist party, and in order to make the working class aware 
for itself, that is, to make it a class that recognizes its own sakes, and knows the 
necessity to get the authority in order to achieve its program. And although this 
Marxist consciousness is formulated “outside” the class, its transformation into 
an action should be combined and integrated inside this class. Thus it should 
recognize the existence of this class, and should be aware about its 
circumstances, and its problems, and the activities that it should make in order 
to achieve its simple and fundamental sakes. It should touch the tensions on 
this class in order to transform them into a demanding and a political action, 
and the possible forms of organization that help it to reach its goals. 

 



Although the Marxist awareness begins with what is abstract and 
intangible (what is theoretical, the essence of Marxism: its methodology and its 
laws), its transformation into an action requires the awareness of this class: its 
circumstances and its problems, otherwise, Marxism would have remained as 
an “academic” study. Marxism’s real power was taken from its interrelationship 
with the working class, by which it can achieve change and establish a new 
economic, social, and political pattern. 

And since the current problem of common Marxism was that it did not 
see the reality in depth: the reality of classes and class struggle, it was also far 
from engaging through a right theoretical abstraction. And subsequently, it was 
far from Marxism itself, because what is theoretical is originated on the basis of 
the awareness of reality, the reality of classes and classes struggle. For this 
reason, Marxism was deluged in a “political” superficiality which made it like a 
margin for the governing and dominating class, just criticizing and exhibiting the 
demands and trying to guide people. By this, it was far away from the working 
class even when it was organizing some of its groups. This condition turned it to 
be a “democratic” reformation movement instead of being a revolutionary 
power of change, where the situation needs their roles in order to achieve 
victory of an alternative project.  

Therefore, today we should ask: why do popular classes revolt? And how 
do we organize their uprising in order to attain change? How can we build a 
party capable of developing the movement of these classes and organizing their 
action on the uprising way that discards the comprador capitalism and builds up 
an alternative regime that realizes their aims? This is the required effort today, 
and this is the effectual role necessary for the victory of the uprising.  

I would like to clarify that the topics of this book refer, according to the 
events and numbers, to the circumstances of the Arab world in the eighties of 
the twentieth century, but the main issue that the book affirms is a current 
issue. It tells that popular classes lose their value and weight if they remain 
motionless and inactive, and move and blow up in moments after they 
accumulate the congestions correlated with exploitation. It also tells that the 
fertile struggle is the one that associates this movement and this blowup with a 
political process, in which the Marxist movement play an important role. This is 
the mode of class struggle that leads to a victory.  



The following texts represent some attitudes that focus on the 
inevitability of uprisings in the Arab world, and reveal their causes and indicate 
their deficiencies, and subsequently, they call for a new revolutionary role. I 
wrote between the years 83-90 during the uprisings time (Tunisia: January 1984, 
Morocco: January 1984, Sudan: April 1985 and Egypt: 1986). 

However, the numbers that we depend on, may not be extremely 
accurate, but they are indicative because they define the nature of class 
exploitation and the increasing difference between wages and the necessary 
goods that an individual needs in order to live, in addition to the moment at 
which these uprisings took place. 

Starting from this analysis, I have indicated that there were possibilities 
for uprisings to occur in Egypt, Algeria and Jordan, and they actually occurred 
afterwards. The texts remained as they were with a conclusion I have written as 
an introduction for the book when I decided to publish it in 1989, but it was not 
published, especially that the political situation was prevailing after the first 
imperialist war against Iraq, and the beginning of the American imperialist 
predominance over the Arab world in the light of the downfall of socialist 
regimes, and its seclusion as a unique and a great power. But, in spite of the 
expansion of the imperialist power by occupying Iraq, and the attempt to 
change the political geography of the region, and also the synonymous Zionist 
role, and the politics that the Zionist government has followed in order to 
control the western shore, and crush the Palestinian resistance, and despite the 
first uprising that happened in 1987 and the second one that started in the year 
of 2000, all this was accompanied with subordination of Arabic capitalisms to 
imperialist capitalism, and the liberation of Arabic market to be stolen, and for 
most of the actualized surplus to be obsessed, and thus the transformation of 
those dependent capitalisms into mafias of businessmen. And then, poverty has 
popularized in the whole Arab world, and classes were dropped down beneath 
poverty line, and the number of unemployed and marginalized people was 
increased. This is what turned the situation back to the situation of eighties 
regarding the social tension and the possibility of the occurrence of new 
uprisings, with an increase of social sects that join strikes whether they were 
workers, farmers or even those who own certificates. Thus, there is a great mass 
entering the commotion of class struggle, and perhaps, it’s developing in order 
to erupt in an uprising at a time where prices get higher, as what is going on at 
this period. 



No doubt that I aim, by publishing this booklet, to confirm that the 
uprising became a basic means of change. It is the way of change in all 
comprador regimes, and it is more than possible. I may also say it is inevitable. 

 

First Part: 
The Role of Popular Classes 
 

1. The Role of Masses 

No doubt that the political event is produced in the Levantine Arabic region, 
specifically in Palestine and its surrounding areas. That’s why it captures, 
generally, the attention of media. And there’s no doubt, also, that the issues of 
Levantine Arabic regions are important, sensitive and fundamental as for Arabic 
masses. But they’re not the only events anyhow. However, the whole Arab 
nation lives voluminous events, and conceals important crossings, which may 
erupt here, or come out and occur there.  

Although the Palestinian event remained central throughout the last 
years, the two events recently seen in Tunisia and Morocco, revealed the 
capacities of all Arabic masses, and gave an indicator about other important 
issues happening in the Arab World. The masses suddenly rushed, expressing a 
long historical anger, in the streets, and these two events were not the first, but 
they came within a consecutive series; it started in January 18 and 19, 1977 in 
Egypt, then in June 21, 1981 in Morocco, then in 1983 in Sudan... and then in 
29/12/1983-7/1/1984 in Tunisia, and about a week after that in Morocco. 

And although the struggle against Zionist existence as an external 
occupation power takes a political impress in the Levantine Arabic region, for 
the purpose of liberating the land, the struggle on the other side takes an 
economic impress. No doubt that there is a close connection between the two 
struggles, because the power of Zionist occupation is a part of the power of 
international imperialism which loots most undeveloped countries. But the 
political fight has been retrogressing because of the weakness of national 
movement basically. There has been a wide attack of the American imperialism 



and the Zionist existence and the reactionary powers. Under the same situation, 
the role of Arabic masses widens, and their role in strife increases. 

That is why it is necessary to draw attention to the movement of masses. 

While imperialism increases its dominance, and supports the Zionist role, to 
transform the whole Arab nation into a “colony” with new forms and new 
contents, we find out that imperialism creates new circumstances for the strife 
of masses. The more it increases its power and its dominance, the more it steals 
the nation economically, and subsequently, it increases the poverty of popular 
masses, by making them sublimed to the basic law of capitalism, which is 
obtaining the maximum gain. Imperialism can do this through the two following 
forms: 

1. Monopolistic companies and world banks exploiting the local work force. 
2. The huge products’ importation by the national market. 

All this is done through an economic policy imposed by the imperialism. This 
policy is based on damaging the productive force in agriculture and industry 
specifically, for the purpose of maintaining the local market as an importer for 
almost all goods. This leads the Arab countries into deficit balance, and pushes 
them to ask for help and demand loans on one hand, and to heighten the taxes 
on the poor masses on the other hand, because the national production remains 
restricted within the limits of these economic politics, and because taxes are not 
imposed on the exploiting class, but mainly on the popular classes. 

All this leads to an increase in the number of people who live in the well-
known level of poverty, and Egypt is a good example for that, where statistics 
indicate that 37% of Egyptian people live below poverty level. Linking the local 
market with the international market causes the “importing” of the capitalist 
crisis, along with its commodities, and the continuous increase in prices, and 
inflation. 

And here comes the policies of governments that basically aim to decrease 
the deficit in the general budget, whether by increasing the taxes on people or 
by slashing subsidies on main commodities like “bread, rice, sugar, tea…”. This 
caused a generalized crisis, pushing the masses to express their resentment and 
their indignation in enormous protest marches. 



And what eventually happened in Tunisia and Morocco was a popular mass 
uprising. The reason behind that was the governmental decision to increase the 
price of bread and other substances. It was the same reason that gave rise to all 
other uprisings in Egypt, Sudan, Tunisia and Morocco recently. It seems that the 
increasing imperialist prevalence will make the uprisings wider and more 
violent, because poverty of the politically defeated masses will increase, and the 
means of living will become harder when work opportunities recede and 
become hard.  

 

Although political events will remain as important in the Levantine Arabic 
region, and will take a wide attention, the yells of masses should take a greater 
attention, because they’re the basis of the political event. 

 

2. Tunisia Uprising Lesson 

Tunisia witnessed an uprising that expanded to reach all the country in 
about the beginning of this year. It is one of the series of uprisings that started 
in the mid- seventies (Egypt 1977, Tunisia 1978, Morocco 1981, Sudan 1983). It 
seems that these uprisings will continue to occur, basically because of the 
economic situation, and these are actually revolutions of bread –as they were 
called. 

Our nation is being plundered by imperialism, either directly or through 
the multinational corporations, and also by the comprador groups that correlate 
with imperialism. The ruling groups, in addition to what they plunder for their 
own account, finance their spoiled apparatuses and corrupt agencies from the 
plunder of the people. So, they raise the price of basic resources, and heighten 
direct and indirect taxes and fees, and the world bank impose governments to 
slash subsidies on essential substances, and  to increase the prices of these 
substances in order to create an appropriate atmosphere for it to “employ” 
funds and assistances, and to facilitate the plundering multinational 
corporations. 



Popular masses are hurling towards severe poverty, while rich people get 
wealthier and the international monopolistic groups accumulate their enormous 
wealth to be used in producing their destroying and repressing apparatuses. 

Tunisia is one of the countries exploited and plundered by multinational 
corporations. These corporations make the comprador groups richer, while 
looting the laborious popular masses. 

The uprising was characterized by spontaneity, and this is the general 
characteristic for all uprisings in the Arab world. It indicates how suppressed 
these masses are, and how they rush to defend their existence.  This uprising 
was limited to a demanding nature due to the lack of leadership, which is its 
mean in the political strive, and the political power that spreads awareness in it. 
It pushes the popular masses towards revolutionary strive through 
understanding their economic problems. 

The Arab World needs a political power capable of defending popular 
masses and capable of leading these masses in a political strive, by which it can 
to drop the reactionary regimes down, and oppose imperialism and attempt to 
build a united popular democratic regime. And this is the issue presented on 
revolutionary strivers… 

The uprising of Tunisia confirms again what was previously proved by 
other uprisings (in Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and Sudan):”masses are ready for 
revolutions”. They fight, threaten regimes and strive in hard circumstances. 

The new uprising represented, by its generalization and its violence, an 
advanced step, in spite of the absence of organized or semi-organized forces. 
 
Masses are ready for revolution… 
And masses are striving… 
This is the lesson of Tunisia uprising. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. After Tunisia… 
                                 It’s Morocco’s Turn 

 
Popular masses rise up, and the whole country is in a difficult state not 

even a few days after Tunisia’s uprising. The uprising started in Tunisia in the 
beginning of this year and moved to Morocco, but its causes also exist in many 
Arab countries (Egypt, Sudan, Jordan, etc.). 
 

The cause of the occurrence of these uprisings is clear. The more the 
imperialist power dominates, the more the plunder increases. Imperialism is 
today playing a similar role to that of the European bourgeoisie in the middles 
of the last century: increase the poverty of poor people. Don’t they obey the 
same law? Accumulating capital and increasing in profits? 
 

This uprising in Morocco is similar to that which occurred in the near past 
in Tunisia. It included the main cities, and large districts of rural areas. Popular 
masses have started it without any direct interference of the political powers. 
The working democratic confederate that led the uprising of June 21, 1981, did 
not actually play a direct role even. This uprising resulted from the increase in 
prices of main goods, and ended in the same way: the regime receded back 
about its steps.  
 

Similar Uprisings may occur in Egypt and Sudan and may take the same 
characteristics of the uprisings mentioned above. This is because the problem 
includes the whole Arab world, and indicates that imperialism, especially the 
American imperialism, became not only an external occupying force, but also an 
internal exploiting force, employing its political and intangible faculties and its 
military power, as it also employs its agents in the Arab world (the Zionist entity 
and the Arabic reactionary regimes) in order to plunder the wealth of the 
nation, and to increase the poverty of masses and also to accumulate its capital. 
That’s why poverty increases among poor people, and the few that correlates 
with imperialism gets richer, and thus the country crumbles and ruins. 
 

Morocco is a part of this nation, so its popular masses plunge into abject 
poverty, and scarcity accumulate wealth at the other pole. A look at these 
societies illustrates this. Living in graveyards, prostitution, escaping from the 
family because of the inability to support it, inability to pay the prices of hire 



and… etc. are phenomena that have been expanding in these societies. In spite 
all of that, the regime impoverish poor people, decreasing  the value of 
currencies, reducing job opportunities, slashing subsidies on essential goods, 
increasing taxes on production and services, imposing  taxes on travelling, and 
on baccalaureate exams, increasing the tax of “national solidarity” etc…  
 

That’s why popular masses strive to defend their lives and their existence, 
against the exploiting scarcity. They blow out their anger on prosperity aspects 
(expensive cars, enormous shops…) and they convulse the whole situation, 
requesting life, only life. 
 

The uprising proved the courage of masses, despite repression and killing 
acts by the regime. They rushed to defend their existence, without being 
intimidated by shooting or imprisoning. They dropped their fear, and they no 
longer care about repression. However, synchronization with Tunisia uprising is 
of large significance, because it confirms that the crisis is one and the struggles 
are interdependent. Thus, mass movement in one country motivates other 
masses elsewhere, and rebelling against an authority gives masses the courage 
to rebel against authorities in other countries. This is an indication of the 
polarization of masses. The struggle is formulated and its poles are determined, 
so that the revolutionary activity begins by dropping the exploiting minority 
down and achieving true democratic freedoms. 
 
        The crisis is getting worse because imperialism increases its dominance, and 
thus plunders more, and the exploiting minority increases its exploitation. Since 
all these countries suffer from economic crises, the exploiting-ruling class 
increases taxes and fees, and opens the national markets to be plundered by 
imperialism. The role of masses will expand and include large sects, because 
masses can’t tolerate this situation anymore, and also, the crisis of exploiting 
groups and the crisis of governments will get worse. Hence, the experience of 
masses will progress, and their means of strive will develop. Masses will shift 
from the negative strive that attempts to break down the prosperity 
appearances to the attempt to drop the exploiting groups, and from a 
spontaneous protest march to an organized revolutionary movement, and from 
the peaceful protest marches to facing the regime forces by revolutionary 
forces. These experiences will create a force capable of leading masses, charging 
them and developing their consciousness. 



 
           The uprisings of Morocco and Tunisia have shown weakness of the 
political forces, and weakness of their relationship with popular masses. This is 
the main problem that will drop these political forces down, and that deprives 
the masses from their elites. 
 
          That’s why the currently urgent mission is to define the political force 
which is able to play this revolutionary role, and to lead the masses on a way to 
reach their goals. Because the crisis is general, the need for a force that puts the 
national quest forwards in all its political and class dimensions is an urgent 
quest. This is necessary to confront imperialism that plunders and controls the 
nation, and supports repression and exploitation of its people. 
 
         The main lesson today is that the masses are ready to strive, and that they 
are prepared for this. The more the imperialism increases its dominance, the 
more the masses increase their revolutionary roles. 
 
       After Tunisia, it’s Morocco’s turn… 
And after Morocco, other tracts will take a turn too, because the whole nation is 
suffering from a difficult crisis which is could not be solved smoothly. The only 
solution is an organized and unified masses uprising… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. After Morocco’s Uprising… 
Will the Turn of Egypt Come? 

 
               Al-Ahli newspaper, the mouthpiece of the National Progressive Unionist 
Party in Egypt, declared that the government took a covert decision in 7/12/83 
to slash the subsidies on “all goods and services”, while the five-year plan 
enterprise has previously accredited 2000 million guineas (one dollar=120 
piasters) for this purpose. 
 
                It is known that the uprising of January 18/19, 1977 has occurred after 
the regime slashed subsidies (270 million guineas) on some goods, with a 500 
million guineas increase in prices. 
The decision is going to be applied gradually after assembly parliament 
elections. This will increase the prices of bread, all main supplies, benzene, 
electricity and clothing. 
So, will this decision blow a new crisis up? Will it lead the country into an 
enormous uprising? 
 
The main reason behind the uprising of January 18 and 19, 1977 and that of 
January 26, 1978 and Tunisia’s uprisings in January 1984 and in June 21, 1981, 
and Morocco in January 17, 1984 was slashing subsidies on goods, and this adds 
new charges on poor groups. And it is well known that there are 37% of 
Egyptian people who live below poverty level. 
 
The Egyptian government is compelled to slash subsidies for two reasons, the 
first reason is: the request of the World Bank which offers the important loans 
and assistances. The second reason is: the increasing budget deficit. This means 
an increase in the poverty of poor people, and that’s why the uprisings are 
coming up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. “Loans” as a Solution for the Poverty Crisis 
 

              Two months after the events of Tunisia, and one month and a half after 
the events of Morocco, the traces of the masses’ uprising remained clear. They 
were clear on three levels; on the democratic level: where more than 120 
persons were arrested in Morocco, and so in Tunisia but the numbers were not 
accurate. The Moroccan regime prosecuted detainees, and issued harsh 
sentences on a number of them, as imprisoning them up to five years with 
heavy fines. Most of the detainees belong to opposition parties, the Socialist 
Union of Popular Forces, the People’s Democratic Labor Organization, the Party 
of Progress and Socialism… The regime also closed four intellectual and literary 
journals, and stopped the publications of Al-Bayan journal, the one that speaks 
on the behalf of the Party of Progress and Socialism. The regime also put the 
rest of the opposition journals like “the Socialist Union”, under observation. 
 
                In Tunisia, the regime split the General Union of Tunisian People, by 
forming an alternative union. On the economic level, the Tunisian regime has 
not receded about raising the prices of main substances, where it has decided to 
increase the prices between 10 and 15%, as it had previously raised them to 
140%. 
 
               On the level of external support, the economic negotiations with the 
outside were activated, so the French Minister of Cooperation and Promotion 
visited Tunisia and signed three economic contracts, which aim to offer 
nutritional and financial helps costing 560 million francs, 40 million francs out of 
them for buying 40 thousand tons of wheat, and 400 million francs employed as 
loans with facilitated stipulations for buying nourishments from France, and 120 
million francs used as a loan for the balance of payments. 
 
          The American Secretary of State for Agriculture, John Blok, visited 
Morocco, and signed a contract in order to finance Morocco’s purchases from 
American seeds for this year, and the amount is 35 million dollars, for buying 
1,78million quintals of wheat. And also, the United States of America is going to 
offer Morocco a loan of 344 million dollars. 
 
 This shows that the reasons that led to the uprisings of Tunisia and Morocco 
still exist, and the politics of the regimes are still the same and have never 



changed, and they’re still loaning from outside, and covering the balance deficit 
on the expense of popular masses, and when the masses express their rejection, 
regimes increase their repression.  
 
           The crisis is continuous, and policies used to manage it actually aggravate 
it, and that’s why uprisings are coming up… 
 
 
 

6. The Arabic Dimension 
In Sudan’s Uprising 

 
What is the Arabic dimension of Sudanese Uprising? 
 
             Did it represent a separate event from the context of general 
development in the Arab world? It was discussed from pure inner perspective, 
and the discussion didn’t include its relationship in the context of general Arabic 
development. No doubt that what happened resulted from a deep crisis blowing 
the Sudanese society up, to the extent that made the continuity of Jaafar Al-
Nmairy something impossible, that’s why he was removed. The popular 
demands were clear to the extent that it was impossible to keep the political 
structure that Al-Nmairy has created. That’s why he was discarded, and the 
“coup” agreed to return the civil governance, and to permit the political activity. 
But at the same time, no doubt that this event is generally interrelated with the 
general situation and mass movement in the Arab world. 
 
           What is important in Sudanese uprising is that it comes in the context of 
the series of blowups that happened in the Arabic “countries”, especially the 
Arab “countries” in Africa. This situation formed a cycle that started in Egypt 
1977, reached Tunisia in 1978, and then Sudan in 1979, then Morocco in 1981 
and Sudan in 1983 and Tunisia in 1983 and the beginning of 1984 and then 
Morocco and Egypt in 1984, and Sudan in the beginning of 1985. However, it 
may come back to Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria. It may also reach the 
Levantine Arabic countries despite the influence of “Petro-dollar” on one side, 
and the political struggles that cover the class struggle, especially that with the 
Zionists on the second side, and the sectarian and ethnic struggles on the third 
side.  



 
         These blow ups share the same cause, although it may be unclear for some 
popular groups, but it will be unveiled when accurately studying the economic 
social situations in these “countries”. 
 
        All this is correlated with American imperialist prevalence and with the 
growing dependency to the imperialist market on one hand, and with the 
increasing greed of the ruling parasitic groups on the other hand. This destroyed 
the national economy, and transformed the country into a market that imports 
foreign goods with high international prices. So the gross domestic income 
decreased and a significant part of it has escaped to the outside because of the 
earnings of multinational companies on one hand, and because of the deficiency 
in trade balance for the sake of import on a second hand, and because of the 
smuggling of the local capitalists funds to the extraneous banks on a third hand. 
That’s why poverty increases on poor people, and few groups bask in a 
significant part of the local product reaching to consume more than half of it, 
and the multinational companies plunder what they please to. So, the uprising 
of masses is inevitable because they can’t live in such a situation where the 
economic looting leads large social groups to live below poverty level, and 
hence they can’t obtain their essential needs. 
 
          Studying the economic facts even according to the issued public numbers 
will let us recognize the depth of this crisis. Sudan is a good example for this. Its 
debts reached 9 billion dollars, and this increased the encumbrance of debt 
services compared to the exports of goods and services of the countries from 
12% in 1973 to 100% in 1983, according to the World Bank statistics. And 
exports also retrogressed in a rate of 50% between 1972 and 1973 and between 
1981 and 1982 because of the retrogression of Sudanese exports (cotton) into 
almost 15% during 10 years, while the value of imports retrogressed in a rate of 
8% only during the 10 years, and they have reached 1.3 billion dollars 
“1982,1983”. The monetary value has also retrogressed, and inflation wasn’t 
significantly decreased. The annual growth rate average for individual’s income 
reached 0.4% and the annual growth rate average for the local product was 
6.3% and the inflation was 15.2%. This led to the increase of abject poverty, 
especially that Sudan was courted by the drought causing hunger for 11.5 
million people, and i.e. more than the half of Sudanese citizens “the number of 
Sudanese people was 20.3 million in 1983” 



 
And the situation of some other Arab countries is not much better, it is even 
worse in some countries. 
 
          That’s why masses can’t live in such a situation, so thrones are threatened, 
and chiefs are dropped down. The absence of revolutionary political forces was 
the cause that these movements did not result in a radical solution of the crisis. 
The Revolutionary political forces should be capable of leading these uprisings 
and movements, and blow them up to find a radical solution that eliminates the 
ruling group, and drops all its thoughts, plans and economic path, in order to 
build a new revolutionary authority. 
 
       The more the correlation with American imperialism increases, the more 
economic plunder increases, and thus the poverty and suppression of masses 
increase, to the extent that they can’t keep quiet, motionless, and satisfied with 
their destiny and fate anymore. 
 
        Although these uprisings are separated now, occurring once in Egypt and 
once in Tunisia, or in Morocco or in Sudan, the increase of imperialist plunder 
will lead to correlating these uprisings with each other. Sharing the “problem” 
and the harsh living situations will conjoin the problems of poor Arabs. That’s 
why it is not weird that an uprising in one country stimulates another uprising in 
another Arab country. So, the fate of the ruling regimes won’t be easy, and the 
simple reforms won’t be enough to calm down the masses. 
 
       The Arab world is going towards a blow out, and the American advices 
won’t prevent it. Also, marginal struggles which are exploded by American 
United States and its agents won’t mean anything. And as long as the 
monopolistic multinational corporation attempt to plunder, they motivate huge 
number of masses against them. This is the main law of capitalism, the 
capitalism that is digging for its burial. 
 
        But, for the Arabic masses to reach their revolutionary goals, to conjoin 
their revolutionary movements, and to develop the struggle from a 
spontaneous-temporal uprising into an inclusive uprising, it is necessary to ask 
about the role of revolutionary forces, the parties that lead the masses translate 
their ambitions into political language. That’s why it is necessary to pay the 



political movement an attention that empowers us to build up a power able to 
play a pioneer role. The revolution needs a strategy and a power capable of 
realizing it, and this is what we exactly lack. 
 
        The Arab World will witness a new rising, and we should prepare the force 
capable of transforming it into a generalized uprising that drops the forces 
which will attempt to pull it backward, and defeat the American imperialism 
basically, and its principal and secondary agents especially the Zionist state and 
all the ruling and non-ruling (and prepared to rule) reactionary forces. 
 
 

7. Severe Impoverishment Is The Reason of Uprising 
And The Problem Is in the Political Movement 

 
          What does the uprising of Egypt mean? What issues does it present?  Why 
did it end without achieving significant results?   
 
         No doubt that Egypt had lived considerable events that have threatened 
the basis of authority, and raised many important questions. Why did masses 
enter the revolutionary strive against the regime? And why did they fail in 
realizing their goals? Egyptian masses have entered a heroic strive in January 18 
and 19, 1977, that included many sectors, and confused the regime. Then it has 
witnessed, in 1984, the uprising of Kafar Al-Dowwar, the working uprising that 
demanded improving the situations of working class. Egypt is witnessing today 
the uprising of Central Security Organization (1986). And according to the 
information given by the Minister of the interior, 17 thousand soldiers 
participated in the uprising in addition to the diverse protest means that 
appeared in different mediums. 
 
       This figure poses a specific question which is: why did these uprisings and 
these movements occur? And why did they occur in this violent form? The 
occurrence of these uprisings and these movements shows that there are 
certain circumstances creating from each new problem, however small it is, a 
spark that leads to a huge mass explosion. In many cases, the direct reason 
behind this is slashing subsidies on goods, and increasing the prices of some 
commodities, especially bread. No doubt that the direct instantaneous event, 



which leads to explosion, is not everything, but it is “the critical point” that 
turns the situation from a certain condition to another. 
 
         Then what is the situation that makes a small trivial event so important, 
and creates an explosion from a spark? 
 
           Egypt suffers from more than one complicated problem, as the problem of 
the political regime and its external relationships. Masses feel that they need 
political liberation, which a democratic regime and not a democratic front 
aiming to absorb masses indignation, as this is what happening now. They also 
perceive the charge of the relationship between the regime and the Zionists 
according to Camp David’s deal, and the charge of the dependent relationship 
with the United States. But the most complicated problem that affected the 
popular masses was the economic resulting from the “liberal” policies of the 
ruling class that opened the national market to be plundered by the 
international monopolistic corporation. These policies weaken the economic 
role of government, in the interest of the private sector, which makes the 
poverty of masses worse, to a great extent. 
 
         Poverty of masses is caused by many important factors; one of these 
factors is the unfair favoring of capitalists and traders by the authority, 
especially that the tax system is biased against the groups with low incomes (Dr. 
Jannat Al-Smalouty, a research proffered to the tenth congress of Egyptian 
economists, Al-Ahram, issue 880, 25/12/85, page 32), through maintaining the 
wages without any increase in accommodation with the increase in prices. 
Taxes increased the funds of the government from 499 million guineas in 1974 
to 3227 million guineas in 1979 that is 647%.  The prices of nutritional 
substances has increased in 1981 compared to 1975, in a rate of 224%, and in 
1982, compared to the same year in a rate of 256%, and in 1983 in a rate of 
305.7%, and the fuels and illuminations in a rate of 133% in 1981 and in a rate of 
140 % in 1982, and the clothing and fabrics in a rate of 226%in 1981 and 257% in 
1982, and lodging in a rate of 107% in 1981, and 107% in 1982. 
 
          This situation increased the impoverishment of large sectors; especially 
that inflation has reached high rates because of the effects of international 
inflation, and basically because of the balance deficit. The ruling groups covered 
this deficiency by printing currency without corresponding funds. This changed 



the price of guinea exchange for one dollar from 40 piasters for one dollar to 
170 piasters. The inflation caused a deficiency in the value of wages. 
 
          Although international statistics say that individual income reached 643 
dollars in 1980, and 766 dollars in 1982, and 858 dollars in 1984, real studies don 
not indicate that, but they show how deep the crisis of the popular classes is. 
44% of families get 20% of the local product, and if we want to show that by 
using statistics, then the average per-capita income amounts 224 guineas 
annually on the basis that the gross domestic product for 1982/1983 was 22562 
million guineas. Besides, 57% of families get 32% from the product, that is, the 
average per-capita income, was 276 guineas, and 71%of families get 47% from 
the product. That is, the average per-capita income was 318 guineas. 
 
           44% of the families get 93.5 guineas as a monthly income, and 13 % of 
them get 189 guineas, and 14% of them get 202 guineas, on the basis that the 
family is formed of five persons only, although the number of the members of 
popular families is more than that. 
 
         This situation creates a state of poverty that makes the masses limit their 
payments just to necessary goods. The disorder of prices and the falling of the 
price of guinea become unbearable. So certain events, like slashing subsidies 
goods or increasing their prices, transform large sectors of masses to the severe 
poorness that makes their life similar to death. And only then, violent protests 
blow out would be a natural consequence, and these people would not care 
about the complications.  
 
        Although the direct cause of the movement of the soldiers of the Central 
Security was expanding the service for one year, it is the economic situation 
itself that pushed the protesters to shout and repeat slogans against the 
governmental economic policies, and to attack food storages, and to raise 
slogans regarding the bad economic situation, and against the deficiency in 
nutritional commodities (Al-Safeer 28/2/1986). But the effect of the crisis, this 
time, hit the Central security faculties, as it hit the workers of Kafar Al-Dowwar 
last time. That’s why the events remained local and didn’t include all Egyptian 
masses. However, this is one of its weak points. 
 



        The economic situation in Egypt threaten that huge blowups may occur. It 
forced the regime to delay slashing subsidies on goods, and to do this gradually, 
and indirectly, in spite of the continuous demands of the World Bank.    
 
         Shortly, the “liberal” economic policies that Al-Sadat begun, increased the 
impoverishment of masses. And here are the masses rejecting this situation. 
 
But why did the previous uprisings fail to achieve their goals? 
 
          The problem is in the political movement. Masses always need a force that 
determines the strategy and the general goals of their strive. This revolutionary 
force is the force capable to lead them into victory. So, anger against poverty 
and demands about improving the living situations are not sufficient. What is 
required is changing the whole economic politics and removing the ruling 
groups. This is the role of the revolutionary political movement. Then what are 
the problems of this political movement? The situation in Egypt needs new 
revolutionary forces that struggle and strive to achieve change that takes the 
masses out of the state of hunger and poverty, and lead them to a new stage. 
 
 

8. Egypt: 
9.  

The Reality Indicates an Upcoming Uprising 
 
            Egypt is waiting for a new blowup. This is indicated by it general 
situation. Liberal policies that opened the national market meant that the ruling 
class linked itself directly to imperialism. The economic crisis got worse. The 
ruling class policies caused the development of class struggle in the domain of 
economy. The wealth of the ruling class, that represents a minority, has 
increased, and all statistics indicate that this class doesn’t reach 5% of Egyptian 
citizens. The poverty of the majority increased and the living situation became 
harsh, to the extent that, any decision from the government to raise the prices 
of goods and services becomes significant. That’s why masses started to protest 
in a violent way and in different ways, especially that increasing the prices is not 
accompanied by increasing incomes. 
 
 



          This situation led the Egyptian masses to perform a series of uprisings 
since January, 1977; it also caused the Egyptian working class to develop its 
strive during the last four years, so it performed a significant number of strikes 
and protests. 
 
         After that, Egypt is waiting for a new blowup, because the general crisis is 
getting worse. In addition to the direct imperialist plunder by monopolistic 
companies (that steal a significant part of the gross domestic product and thus 
direct a large part from local capital to the imperialist center), the chains that 
imperialist regime enforce, I mean the chains of debt, became another means 
for plundering the gross domestic product. No doubt that the coming months 
conceal many surprises, because the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, the main source of Egyptian debt, push the government to 
slash subsidies on goods in order to let the Capitalist law prevail completely. 
Under this law, the price of the imported commodities is identified by its cost of 
production, regardless of the different the incomes between the country it was 
produced in and the consumptive country. The ruling group wouldn’t dare to do 
such a step without taking masses’ rejection into consideration, that’s why 
negotiations between the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 
were not going smoothly. But the ruling regime can’t refuse or disobey the 
imperialist system demands as long as it is correlated with it. That’s why the 
government got to raise the prices of goods gradually in order not to repeat the 
events of January 18/19, 1977 in spite of its attempts to delay this. But the 
situation was critical because Egyptian debts exceeded imagination, reaching to 
50 billion dollars according to some statistics., and the government should’ve 
paid 4 billion dollars in July, 1988, but it was trying to categorize its scheduling. 
 
         In this context, increasing prices became something natural. The prices of 
medications and electric machines have increased in a rate of 25%, and the 
prices of transportations in a rate of 20-30%, the benzene price have also 
increased, which may affect other fields. And the prices of cigarettes and soda 
water and construction substances are expected to increase. What is more 
important is that the deals between the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund impose slashing subsidies on bread in a short time; this was 
correlated with a new governmental plan. 
 
 



Second Part:  
Imperialist Plunder Leads to a Generalized Impoverishment 
 

1. The Example of Sudan 
 
        Latter events in Sudan showed that the mass movement has shaken the 
regime of AL-Nmairy and led to a military coup that tried, (and is trying) to 
absorb the anger of the masses. This uprising expressed the deep-rooted crisis 
of the Sudanese community. However, it also indicated that the 
impoverishment of Arab masses leads to their uprising that almost seems to 
occur periodically, where these masses leave their prolonged state of silence 
and stability and revolt against the regime. 
 
        Dropping Al-Nmairy was caused by a great mass uprising, activated by a 
complicated economic crisis that lasted for more than 15 years, that is the 
duration of his ruling, in which he applied the policies of liberal economy, and 
depended on the loans of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 
and the United States. These policies led Sudan to be standing on “a critical 
economic situation”, as the World Bank indicated. 
 
         The most important affair is that the situation of Sudan is not unique, but 
actually similar to the mass movements in Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Mauritania, 
maybe Algeria, Jordan, Yemen, and petroleum-rich countries. That’s why it is 
important to solve the core of the problem. 
 
 What is the core of the problem?  
 
           The answer may be divided to two parts: the first one is the slowness or 
even absence of the internal growth. The society that was producing the 
essential needs of the nation was transformed into a consumptive society. The 
Gross Domestic Income was limited and growth was restrained. 
The second part is the imperialist plunder that directs a significant part of the 
gross domestic income into imperialist centers through different ways (the 
trade balance deficiency for the interest of importing, opening the national 
market for the investments of the extraneous capitals and multinational 
corporations, and through direct smuggling by the ruling groups. 



 
      The quickly increasing population (where the population doubles each 25 
years) is not accompanied by an appropriate increase in the gross domestic 
income necessary to provide an equivalent living level to that which was before. 
Subordination to imperialist market and the cruelty of the ruling groups impose 
a quick deficiency in gross domestic income leads to absolute impoverishment 
of masses. At this level, masses will revolt against this unbearable situation. 
 
          This is what happened in Egypt in 1977, and in Tunisia in 1978, and in 
Sudan in 1979, and in Morocco in 1981, and in Sudan in 1983, and then in 
Tunisia, Morocco and Egypt in 1984, and then in Sudan again in 1985, and 
perhaps the situation indicates new blowups in Tunisia and Morocco and Egypt 
and also in Algeria and maybe in Jordan, and the symptoms of that are clear in 
Tunisia and Algeria.  
 
          The World Bank report confirmed that the problem of Sudan in caused by 
unsuitable orientation- of the economic policies of the countries. These words 
are absolutely true, because the main problem is the unsuitable orientation in 
the economic field, where the ruling groups suddenly got wealthy because of 
the role they played in the economic process (commission and bribe). That’s 
why they encourage importing because it permits for the commission and the 
bribe. They crush any local production, and opened the market to be plundered, 
by them and by the multinational monopolistic companies.  
 
        The ruling group attempts to accumulate wealth pushes it to modify the 
local economy according to its interests. Since this group is not an industrial 
bourgeoisie it tends to play an intermediary role, that works in marketing the 
productive goods by the multinational corporations, in order to follow 
commissions – in order to plunder popular masses through selling goods in the 
local market- and often in the black market- with high prices. That’s why it 
benefits from the dominance over the government to put laws that support 
importing and facilitate it. But it also works on destroying the national 
productive means, whether they industrial or agricultural. 
This process leads discards the gross domestic income, and the individual 
income.   
 



First: These economic policies that this group follows to an intensive decrease in 
the growth of the gross domestic income. This means a negative growth in the 
value of gross domestic income. 
 
Second: The plunder of multinational corporations through selling their 
products with high prices in the local market. This leads to taking a significant 
part of the gross domestic income out, through the trade balance deficit, and 
also through the interests these companies achieve from the privileges. 
 
Third: The plunder that the ruling groups gain through controlling prices, and 
selling products and services with excessive prices. 
 
Fourth: the plunder of the government – the ruling group – through taxes 
imposed on funds, individuals and products. 
 
           That’s why a slight part of gross domestic income, which is already slight, 
remains for the people to be distributed on the larger part of popular masses. 
The increase of imperialist and local plundering makes the life of these masses 
miserable, and a great number of them living considerably below the 
international poverty level. 
 
Sudan is an example on all that. 
 
          The general gross domestic income was in 1981 equal to 7994 million 
dollars according to the unified Arabic economic report for 1981 issued from the 
league of Arab States. The balance of trade for 1984, where the imports reached 
1.3 billion dollars, and the exports 732 million dollars so the deficiency became 
568 million dollars, and the external debt reached 9 billion dollars, and its 
interest rates reached 100% compared to products and services exports, and the 
government imports for 1981 reached 1889 million dollars, and also the 
distribution of the incomes for 1969 reached 20% out of 48.1% from the income. 
So if we perform a calculation, on the light of what was presented for studying 
what remains from the gross domestic income, from which popular masses get 
benefit, we can recognize the situation of absolute impoverishment which we 
already talked about, although that the numbers are taken from different years 
(there is deficiency in numbers for the last years but changes are negative). 
Imports of the government increased, and so did the class polarization, through 



the increased disproportion of incomes.  The 20% portion with high incomes 
obtains more than 48.1 % from the gross domestic income; the real value of 
individual income is decreasing. 
 
             We have shed light on these issues (the government imports, the balance 
of trade, the distribution of incomes…) in order to have an idea about the 
portion of the gross domestic income, which the popular masses benefit from. 
The governmental imports are taken from taxes and fees that are generally 
imposed on popular masses, while comprador groups escape from these taxes. 
Taxes are also taken from the public sector in case it is gaining, and it’s is 
considered within the national income generally. The trade balance deficit is 
actually (an escape) of a part of gross domestic income into the outside. We 
have excluded the interests of corporations in the country because we don’t 
have accurate numbers.  
 
           The expenditures of the government exceed its imports and reach 2826 in 
1981 that is 34.1% from the gross domestic income. In addition, the general 
debt service equals the total exports. 
 
          These previous numbers show the severity of class polarization in the 
society. Although there are no accurate numbers about the distribution of the 
income in the current time, approximate studies show that the average income 
of 80% of people is about 270 dollar annually, while it is 1012 dollars annually 
for the rest 20% people.  
 
          At the same time that the government manages its crisis increasing the 
taxes considerably, a significant of the individual income is stolen. And surely 
we should indicate the considerable increase in the prices of the imported 
products which are controlled by the instability of the international market, and 
by the decrease of local currency compared to the dollar, which makes the 
increase of incomes extremely less than the prices of products and services, and 
taxes. 
 
       All this creates a mechanism that increases poverty in spite of the aids. 
These aids actually benefit the ruling group only.  
 



          That’s why the poverty of poor people increases, while a few group loots a 
significant portion of the gross domestic product, and the multinational 
companies plunder the market. Hence, the blowup is inevitable especially when 
the imperialist plundering reaches a level that makes a large number of social 
groups living below familiar poverty level, so they can’t obtain the necessities of 
life. At this critical point, masses would not remain quiet and motionless or 
satisfied with their destiny and fate. 
 
      The state of absolute impoverishment leads to large blowups shaking 
thrones and dropping regimes. The blowups did not lead to any radical change, 
but pointed to the depth of this crisis on one side, and gave masses experience 
in struggle on the second side, and showed the absence of any active, 
revolutionary pioneer political force on the third side. 
 
 
       The similar circumstances and common crisis that the popular masses in the 
Arab World live make these masses feel that they are unified. Thus these local 
uprisings may become a wide and generalized blow out of the Arab masses. 
That time, partial solutions and reforms would not be able to calm down these 
masses. 
  
         The Arab world is approaching an inclusive blowup and under this 
situation, it is necessary to discuss the Arab political movement.  The Success of 
revolutions is not only related to mass blowups, but also to a political force with 
clear strategy and goals that is able to specify the right tactic, and be able to 
merge with the movement of masses and push them to attain their aims.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. The Arabic Example 
 
               We have discussed in the previous paragraph the Sudan example to 
show the state of absolute impoverishment caused by the imperialist plunder 
and the plunder of the “government” and the ruling group in the Arabic 
“governments”, especially all non-petroleum countries. Although uprisings were 
limited to some Arab countries (Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and Sudan), mass 
movements will also occur in other countries such as Algeria, Jordan … That’s 
because the law of absolute impoverishment fits the all the Arab world 
generally. 
 
        This state of plundering leads to a periodic blowups. It pushes masses to go 
out of “carelessness” and subordinating to present reality, and “inventing” the 
concepts that control certain groups and tyrannize them, into revolting against 
thrones and regimes. The imperialist dominance and plunder transfer out a 
significant portion of the national income to imperialist centers, leading to a 
deficiency in the national income. On the other hand, the policies of the ruling 
groups lead also to the plunder of a large part of national income causing 
slowness in the growth of the national income (or in many cases negative 
growth). Subsequently, this leads to a deficiency in per-capita income, or a 
disproportionate growth in comparison with increasing prices (the prices of 
products and services). The situation of masses gets worse year by year 
approaching abject poverty and hunger.  
 
 
 

The problem of plundering the National Income: 
 
The most important problem of the Arab economy is the issue of plundering the 
national income through different channels. One of these channels is the 
imperialist plundering that comes from the trade balance, which leads to taking 
a significant part of the income to the outside. This deprives our nation from its 
benefit in the development of economy. The rate of deficit in trade balance to 
the national income of poor Arab countries for the years 1979, 1980, 1981, as 
follows: 30%, 28% and 37%, respectively. Where the deficiency was 22.825 
billion, 25,441 billion and 35,545 billion dollars for the same years, this is a great 
ratio and it seems that it is in a continuous increase. 



       Countries that witnessed great uprisings were those with the worse 
situation. The gross domestic income in Tunisia was 8084.2 million dollars (in 
1981), 16% out of it was lost because of the deficit in trade balance (which is 
1264.3 million dollars). The government plunders 28.2% through different taxes 
and fees (i.e. 2278.3 million dollars) and the 20% wealthy people obtain 55.5% - 
i.e. 4486.7million dollars. That is 99.7% is lost. Only a very limited portion of it is 
invested. In spite of that, the rate of growth of national income was 8.4% for the 
years 1979-1980, but this growth is formal because it is only based on the 
growth of service sectors while  industry and agriculture were retrogressing 
(even though the situation of Tunisia is a little better than other countries 
regarding industrial growth). 
 
      The gross domestic income in Egypt was 26382.9 million dollar (in 1981), 4% 
of it is lost because of the deficiency in the balance of trade which is 1043.4 
million, and the government plunders 43% through different taxes and fees (i.e. 
11270.7 million), and the 20% of wealthy people obtain not less than 605 from 
the income (and the number is testimonial, compared to that it was in 1964, 
48.4%), that is 15800 million dollars, this means that 107% of it is lost. The rate 
of growth is 7.9%, and it is basically in the service sector, while sectors of 
industry and agriculture suffer from a great retrogression. 
 
      The gross domestic income in Morocco was 15085.7 million dollars (in 1981), 
10.5%  of which was lost because of the deficiency in trade balance( that is 
1579.2 million), and the government plunders 52% from it i.e. 3752.7 million, 
and the 20% wealthy people obtain 65.1%, i.e. 9820.8 million dollars. Hence, 
almost all the income is lost. While the rate of growth of income was 4.8% and it 
was basically in the services’ sector. 
 
     This situation is natural since the ruling groups care only about accumulating 
their wealth, and never care about the development of the nation. The rate of 
private and public fixed capital formation for the national income in poor Arab 
countries for the years  1979, 1980,1981 is 23%, 25%, 28% respectively, most of 
which are correlated with services in general. The ratio of private and public 
consumption to the national income for the same years was, 80%, 86.2%, 87.7% 
respectively. 
 
 



The Problem of Gross Domestic Income: 
 
          The aforementioned problem leads to another problem, which is the 
decrease in the per-capita income, and sometimes its negative growth (as Sudan 
where the rate of gross domestic income in 1982 is 0.4%).  
 
          The situation of Egypt was not better than Sudan, where the gross 
domestic income according to the official statistics and the simple division of 
the national income to the population (without taking into consideration the 
class differences) was 580 dollars in 1982. And it was growing in a rate of 3.6%, 
while the rate of inflation growth considerably exceeds that (it was 15% for the 
same year). The rate of the increases in prices of products and services 
exceeded that to the rate of population growth. But, if we try to study the gross 
domestic income taking the class differences into consideration, then we will 
reach a different number. And the problem in this domain is the absence of 
statistics that indicate the distinction between classes, that’s why we used the 
general statistics of 1965, where the 20% of wealthy people obtain 48.4%. And 
recognizing that the liberalization of economy thereafter led to an increase class 
polarization and comparing the situation with previously “liberalized” countries, 
and can roughly consider that the 20% wealthy people obtain 60% from the 
income. The gross domestic income for the other 80% of population (which is 
34.6 million) would be only 305 dollars, while the per-capita share from taxes 
and fees that the government imposes is 325 dollars. 
 
            Tunisia suffers from the same problem. The gross domestic income was, 
according to official statistics, equal to 1310 dollars in 1982, and its growth rate 
was equal to 4.7% between 1960 and 1982. It is a low rate compared to the 
average of inflation and prices’ increase and to population growth. But the per 
capita real income was 762 dollars, where the per-capita share from taxes and 
fees was 440 dollars. 
 
            Morocco lives under a similar situation. The gross domestic income was 
900 dollars, and its growth rate between 1960-1982 was 2.6% but the real per-
capita income was about to 314 dollars, on the basis of that the 20% wealthy 
people obtain 56.1% according to the statistics of 1965, where the per-capita 
share from taxes and fees was 224 dollars. 
 



         That’s why, and in spite of the limited growth of gross domestic income, 
(due to the growth of services, and the limited growth in some other sectors) 
the significant increase in the rate of the inflation and the prices and services 
and the great increase in population weaken the purchasing power and lead to 
severe impoverishment that reaches hunger. 
 
      The increasing trade balance deficit aggravates the problem. The economic 
pattern that the ruling class imposed is based on destroying industry and 
agriculture, and advancing the sector of services. This pattern basically depends 
on importing products and services, and because of the need of the government 
to plunder due to the increase of its payments, and because of the cruelty of 
bourgeoisie groups and their attempts to achieve benefits, the crisis tends to be 
aggravating.  
 
 
 

3. The Missions of The Political Movement 
 
          A political movement acquires its character from the circumstances of its 
reality. Its missions are determined on the light of the objective circumstances 
of the nation, and of the masses that it defends. This is the basis for any 
revolutionary movement. 
 
        The circumstances of strive against old colonization created the Arabic 
national movement since the beginning of this century. So, it was characterized 
by a reaction against the policies of external powers. When the old colonization 
was defeated and some national forces reached authority, they were unable to 
realize the slogans they raised about the internal construction Arabic unity. 
 
       But the transformations of the last thirty years, where feudality and 
traditional bourgeoisie were crushed in countries dominated by these national 
powers on one hand, and the increase of the role of petro-dollar on the other 
hand, created a new class situation described by “fluidity”.  National powers 
worked on the basis of “alleviating class distinction” and “the unity of the 
power of working people” .Yet, class division was apparent, and the 20% of the 
wealthy people for 1965 obtain 48% from the gross domestic income and 48.1% 
in Sudan in the year of 1969. While petroleum influenced the class structure for 



all oil governments, this influence affected other countries through assistances 
and loans and through the employment of capitals. 
 
        But the situation changed with the “rightist” political transformations that 
occurred in 1970, which led to the increase of subordination to imperialism 
politically and economically. This is what we have already talked about. 
 
        The politics of imperialist plundering that created the state of absolute 
impoverishment led to new class sorting. This sorting was characterized by its 
severe polarization; the 20% of wealthy people obtain almost two thirds of the 
gross domestic income, while the 80% obtain almost a third. That’s why masses 
in the poor Arab countries (i.e. the non-petroleum countries) lived a state of 
severe poverty that reached the extent of hunger, while a few group lived a 
luxurious life. 
 
       This state of class polarization led to developing the masses movement into 
a periodic inclusive uprising. As poverty increases, uprisings would be wider and 
its influence would also increase.  
What is the position of the current political movement under this situation of 
aggravating mass movement? And what are the responsibilities of the 
revolutionary forces?  
 

The situation of political movement: 
 
        Revolutions come into victory when the revolutionary political movement 
unifies with the revolutionary mass movement. This can only be achieved when 
this political movement adopts the goals of the masses.  
 
       The political movement was categorized during the previous stage, into 
either reformative, or infantile, coup, conspiring movements. Thus, it was far 
away from the masses. 
 
       Reformative political tendencies try to convince the ruling groups to fulfill 
certain demands, which are not revolutionary in their essence. Hence, they 
build their basic relationships with these groups, and they may form alliances 
with them, sometimes. On the other hand, the infantile forces (coup, 
conspiring) think that change is achieved when the ruling groups are individually 



removed (assassination, etc.). Starting from this, they do not consider any role 
of the masses except “support” and corroboration. Both don not recognize that 
masses play a significant role other than this. In addition to that, both 
tendencies usually don not discuss the essential popular affairs, and don not 
defend them as required, and never enter this struggle.  
 
       The uprisings of Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and Sudan, have shown that the 
political forces, except few forces, stand aside when the struggle between 
masses and ruling groups develops. Mainly, these forces are reformative.  So 
they do not present the issue of removing the exploiting groups, but they rather 
ask for improving the situation of the popular masses, and giving these masses 
limited package of “rights”. These forces hope that the ruling groups themselves 
will realize these demands. 
 
         At the critical moment of uprising, masses evaluate the different political 
forces according to their position regarding this uprising.  The consecutive 
uprisings showed the popular masses that they were left “alone” in this 
struggle, while the political forces were embedded in illusions which do not 
correlate with the ambitions of the masses, realizing freedom and stopping 
exploitation.  
 
        For that we can say that the movement of masses overpasses the current 
political movement, which proved its reformative nature during these uprisings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

4. The Movement of Masses and the Revolutionary 
Missions 

 
           The aggravation of the revolutionary mass activity, where masses 
overpass the state of “inertia”, “stagnation”, and “carelessness”, impose new 
mission revolutionary missions. The achievement of victory depends on 
correlating the political movement with the mass movement. Thus, this political 
movement must adopt their demands and goals, and strife in order to fulfill 
them. This requires merging with masses, entering their struggle, a leading 
them.  
 
        The first mission imposed by the revolutionary activity of the masses is 
adopting their economic demands. Popular masses live under hard situations 
where they cannot afford the essential means of life. The lives of these masses 
approach death, while they see people living luxurious lifestyle. The 
revolutionary political forces should be the expression of the popular classes, 
and on it lays the responsibility of raising their demands, and determining the 
essential missions to improve their life by ending class exploitation.  
 
       These political forces are divided into two categories. The first reformative 
category demands the improvement of the living conditions of the masses 
through begging for sympathy of the ruling groups, or trying to “convince” these 
groups to “alleviate” the exploitation conditions. This reformative pathway 
would not reach the desired results because the ruling groups which are 
bourgeoisie sects (comprador, bureaucratic, parasitic) attempt to accumulate 
their wealth and facilitate the plundering of the multinational corporations. 
These policies impose the impoverishment of the popular masses and do not 
allow the improvement of their situation, because it is against their interests. 
The second category is the revolutionary political movement, which believes 
that improving the situations of masses cannot be achieved without the 
revolutionary dropping down of the exploiting classes, and establishing 
different economic policies that eliminate subordination and overpass 
retardation.  
 



      Thus, it is required to adopt the demands of the masses and realize them in a 
revolutionary way, and not by a reformative tendency. 
 
       This affair poses an essential mission, which is the political regime. The 
authority is the tool of the ruling class through which it imposes all policies 
according to its interests. The army and intelligence of this authority are the 
tools of repression of any mass and political movement against this exploiting 
class. That’s why improving the situation of the popular masses necessitate  the 
struggle with the ruling group, in an attempt to drop down it and its economic 
and political system, and to establish a new system, and this is the second 
mission.  
 
      Although the demanding strive of the masses in the Arab World is significant, 
it should be correlated with political strive, and the local level of strive should 
be correlated with the national level. 
 
       This strive to will not only face the dominance of the ruling groups, but also 
the imperialist predominance, in its economic and political sides, as it may also 
face its military forces. This necessitates the struggle against imperialism as an 
external predominant force and against its tools. 
 
       This also necessitates striving to unify the Arab world. Economic growth is 
impossible without unity, because of the basic deficiency that all these 
countries suffer from (employees, agricultural lands, capital, experiences…), and 
because of the need of the large market that’s able to accommodate a big 
industrial revolution. And this is the third mission.  
 
       At the time of uprisings, the practical role is the most significant. When they 
start off the revolutionary movement, masses reject neutral and reformative 
forces, imposing that the revolutionary force plays the primary role. That is 
masses accept the entrance of these revolutionary people to the struggle, to 
lead them, and this is the way of victory of the revolution. 
 
       So do the Arabic revolutionary forces fulfill the democratic national 
revolution? The revolutionary forces themselves should answer this question in 
the coming stage.  

 



Chapter Three 

The Uprising and its Crisis 

 

During the last decade, The Arab World witnessed a series of uprisings and 

mass movements that represented a significant danger on the systems of its 

countries. Although we have witnessed many strikes and uprisings and mass 

protests in most Arab countries -especially labor strikes in Egypt- that 

formulated a real mass struggle, we will focus our study on five great uprisings 

which were signs of a new coming stage in these countries, and alerted the 

possibility of transferring to other countries. This was the result of the Arab 

World becoming more firmly dominated by Imperialism, and became a 

dependent follower of the global imperialist system, and thus the dominance of 

dependent Capitalism in all of its regions. Dependent Capitalism deepens class 

oppression which leads to the absolute impoverishment of wide spectrum of 

masses that has no other choice than the revolting.     

The predominance of dependent Capitalism resulted in a significant 

similarity of the Socio-economic conditions in the Arab World, and this makes 

the Arab masses living under similar conditions (but also considering the partial 

differences that will remain until the society reach a significant stage of 

development).  

These common conditions make the popular uprising the choice of all Arab 

masses, and the way of expressing their rejection of the class exploitation. 

These conditions unify their call for a revolutionary change that ends class 

exploitation, and allows the Arab masses to live a better life style, and to 

benefit from some of the numerous and various wealth of their nation. 

 

At a certain stage, the Arab World was characterized by the predominance of 

different socio-economic structures (that seemed to be contradictory). This fact 

formed special conditions in these countries, especially in countries with state 

capital predominance. Nevertheless, evolution in the last twenty years resulted 

in a similar socio-economic structure in all Arab countries characterized by  



dependence to the global Imperialist system. So, we noticed many similarities in 

the economic problems of most Arab countries (deficit in trade balance, deficit 

in state budget, the limited increase in local income in comparison with the 

great increase in population, limited increase of wages in accompanied by 

significant increase in prices of goods and services, collapse of the local currency 

while the dollar becomes the real measuring unit of goods and services, 

currency black market, accumulation of external debts, …). This was common 

the base of uprisings in all Arab countries (particularly the rise in prices of 

bread, thus the name “the uprising of bread” was given. 

The predominance of dependent peripheral capitalism along with the 

Imperialist predominance, and thus the plunder practiced by them, were the 

cause of three uprisings in Egypt, and three uprisings in Sudan, two uprisings in 

Morocco, and one in Algeria. Also, these point for other forthcoming uprisings in 

these countries, and other countries like Jordan. 

(This study was written before the uprising in Jordan of 2 April last year 

where Jordan entered the same pathway. Also there was an Uprising in Algeria 

in 1988.) 

Uprisings started in Egypt in 18-19 January 1977, and in Tunisia in 26 January 

1978, and thereafter in 1979 in Sudan, and 1981 in Morocco, and in 1983 also in 

Sudan, and then in January 1984 in Tunisia and Morocco, then in Egypt, then in 

February and April of 1985 in Sudan, and in 1986 in Egypt, and thereafter in 

September 1988 in Algeria. No doubt that conditions alert that there are more 

other coming uprisings, in Sudan and in Egypt, specifically. 

No doubt that these events are signs of the deep crisis that the Arab masses 

are living. This crisis led wide masses of the poor classes to express their anger 

regarding the hard conditions they were living. These conditions were hard 

enough to drop off their fear from the state systems and the oppression 

apparatus, a fixed fear their minds as an inherited trait. 

We can touch that people may be imprisoned in fear to face the tyranny of 

the regime, especially when living in extreme loneliness.   

 



A single individual does not carry the collective consciousness that allows 

him to face the tyranny of the regime by the power of the masses. This fact 

changes when people unite, not as a numerical assembly but as unified compact 

mass living the same misery and facing the same problems. Then, masses will 

recognize that they are actually more powerful than their oppressors. 

Loneliness keeps the individual silent when facing the tyranny of the regime, 

and let him accept ideas spread by different predominant ideologies. These 

ideologies aim to control the masses and modulate their consciousness 

according to the interests of the ruling class, so that they accept oppression and 

exploitation and repression as an inevitable destiny, as a divine law. These 

ideologies also encourage the defeatist and reformist tendencies, and 

opportunism to declare repentance and to hold the flag of resignation, and then 

to accept exploitation and oppression as an inevitable destiny in order that this 

small sect achieve some benefits from the ruling-exploiting class. 

The “loneliness” of an individual leads him to abandon politics as a practical 

activity, and to accept all forms of authorities imposed by the ruling-exploiting 

class, and to fulfill all its policies. “Loneliness” here is defeatism, and thus it is in 

contradiction with the real interest of the individual. 

It is a form of accommodation with the predominant logic of exploitation, 

and the ideology of the dominant class. This condition configures the duet 

“individual vs. regime” (which means tyranny, force, oppression, crush, 

repression, army, police, intelligence…) 

In the context of this duet grows the ambition of the individual to achieve 

his capability to live (including reproduction and growing his children), and to 

find the “legal” ways to improve his situation, which could mean adulation, 

theft, or opportunism. These acts do not open a horizon towards a real 

improvement of the living conditions, or even class transfer, except for a limited 

sect of the very wide masses. The consciousness of the majority is specified by 

self-renewal only. 

So, political activity and opposition become limited to a minority of parties 

and intellectuals. The people turn into machines, into things, and get lost in the 

cycle of hard work, in order to get their food, and provide the requirements of 



“self” re-production, as individuals and as families, in order to produce 

themselves again as slaves that provide continuity of class exploitation. 

By this, the regime imposes its predominance, and increases its power and 

tyranny. This maintains it as a decisive, fixed, eternal, absolute force from the 

perspective of popular classes. On the other hand, the popular classes seem to 

be “outside” the real political struggle, in a negative, desperate and silent way. 

Under this situation, exploitation is practiced, and the regime practices its 

cruelty, and expresses its force. Popular masses are exploited and looted, so 

that enormous wealth accumulates with a small minority by which the 

imperialist corporations plunder these countries. 

But the accelerating increase in looting clarifies the class division of the 

society. It shows the differences between the exploiting and plundering class on 

one hand, and the exploited, oppressed class on the other hand. This 

contributes to the aggravation of the class struggle. First, the exploited and 

oppressed classes express their marginal position, but at the same time they 

accumulate great internal anger. The sense of class exploitation develops 

gradually, but only from a living perspective. That is to say that the individual 

senses his disability to re-produce his “self-existence”, and he will be mainly 

interested only in maintaining a lower limit that allows him to live his life. 

The feeling of being disable to re-produce the self, due to the policies of 

plunder that dominate in society, causes him to shift “suddenly” from the 

negativity into an actual great active state. 

The limited improvement of wages, which keeps the worker under maximal 

exploitation by the employer, on one hand, and the enormous rise in the prices 

of goods and services that the exploiting class benefit from, on the other hand, 

make the individual's ability to live much more difficult, and thereafter 

impossible. 

Low wages increase the feeling of class persecution of individuals. The 

feeling of being disable to re-produce the self leads them to explode their anger 

and declare their position, by act and not just by words-as intellectuals usually 

do- through many forms, including strikes and protests. But the outstanding 

phenomenon that is taking place in the Arab world now is the mass uprising, 



which is the spontaneous, violent, and huge explosion of the popular classes, 

characterized by its limited demands, as an unconscious, instantaneous reaction 

that does not lead to a significant result. This crisis shifts the society from their 

individuality and “individual consciousness into “collective consciousness”. But 

this collective consciousness is actually a temporary collective consciousness 

that will fall as soon as the anger discharges or as soon as the regime relents on 

the decision that was the direct cause of this explosion. 

There is no doubt that raising the price of bread and other goods was the 

cause of all those mass explosions because wide segments of the masses 

depend on bread as a feedstock (their income does not allow them to buy many 

necessary goods, in addition to giving up luxury goods). 

The limited individual income, along with the big raising in the prices of 

goods and services, restrains the individual demands into the lower level which 

is necessary for living. Thus, what the entire individual person can afford at this 

stage are the essential products like bread, sugar, rice,  in addition to lodging, 

water and electricity, transmission, medication … These products and services 

consume the whole wage, and thus when prices raise more, the individual be 

disable to re-produce his “self”. 

At this point, all fears that controlled people collapse and all the values and 

ideas that were rooted in their thought, about the regime and obedience and 

submission will be finished, since their life approaches death. At this position 

there will be no need for submission and subservience, and resignation from 

social activity. This critical moment is the base for the formation of a temporary 

collective consciousness that pushes people to express their remonstrance. 

We should notice that this practice does not lead to the formation of a 
comprehensive collective consciousness, and its instantaneous character 
predominates. This practice does not lead to the formation of a collective 
consciousness in the political sense of the term as a strategy of defending the 
“self”, and seeking to realize the situation that allows its renewal. Thus, even 
though masses practice a political activity when uprising, they still try to 
avoiding politics. That is to mean staying away from linking the “partial” to 
“total”, which means linking their situation that results from class exploitation 
with the acts of the ruling and exploiting class. 



Thus, despite that masses have a state of hope and dream about the 
appearance of a devoted rescuer, an interior fear would be predominating on 
them. The disability of masses to achieve change in frank class struggles makes 
them wait a “Savoir” who rescues them from the current exploitation. No doubt 
that their fears from political practice along with the need to improve their 
living conditions push them for attaching to a dream, and waiting for a “savoir”, 
and thus waiting the act of change from another force, an “external” force from 
outside these masses. So, by this masses cannot reach the idea that class 
struggle is what actually imposes the real change. This problem opens the way 
for “ambitious” sects of the middle class sects or even the ruling and exploiting 
class itself to benefit from that dream, and impose their authority and 
exploitation. So, masses enter the maze of waiting, and would be contained 
through making them support an exploiting sect over another, hoping that it 
may realize some of their rights, and just to discover thereafter that this new 
sect is more exploiting than the former, so that masses turn to support another 
sect, and so over. 

 

This maze expresses the problematic issue of changing the spontaneous act 
into an organized act, and the partial activity into an inclusive and generalized 
activity, and the economical vision into a political one, and the transmission of 
these masses from false consciousness into true consciousness. Of course, the 
activity of the masses will achieve many shifts towards this, and will create a 
certain accumulation in this context, but its most significant role is to provide 
the background for this change. But only through the role that should be played 
by a revolutionary political movement this can be realized. This is what we will 
illustrate soon. 

      So, it is not an accident for the state of absolute impoverishment that 
the masses live to cause this great explosion. This is a natural result of class 
exploitation, which makes a wide spectrum of masses living in poorness, and 
thus a “simple” and “trivial” that totally changes its state, and shifts it from life 
to death.  

 

 

 



It is actually not a trivial event anyway, but a result of the greed of the 
exploiting class. This greed pushes toward an accelerating raise of prices along 
with fixation of wages. Decisions of removing subsidies over the prices of 
essential goods change the situation of the popular masses from poorness into 
disability to precede their life. 

And here comes the necessity to open a horizon for the aggravating class 
struggle, through changing the state of temporary partial objection, based on a 
rejection of a “simple” decision of the ruling class, into a generalized political 
struggle. 

The aggravation of class exploitation makes individuals unable to re-produce 
their selves, and thus pushes them towards a defensive position. This position 
clarifies the extent that the (individual-total summation) can do. At this 
moment, when it becomes clear that the partial consciousness will not lead to 
solving their problems and when it is recognized that the spontaneous explosion 
will not result in a deep change that realizes the interests of the popular classes, 
masses should progress to overthrow the state of impoverishment and the 
exploiting (the ruling and the non-ruling sects) class and establish a new 
economic pattern that is the basis of a new stable life. 

 

Despite the partial character of the uprising, with respect to its goals, and 
the focusing of masses over the direct cause that pushed them from poorness 
towards approaching the hell of demise, still the uprising has significant 
importance. 

It clarifies the extent of boldness and encouragement that a simple, 
peaceful, obedient individual may reach at a specific moment. It clarifies the 
extent of power that masses can possess when they act as in a concerted and 
united effort, rather than being a summation of individuals. By this, the 
collective consciousness dominates and the individual consciousness subsides 
and the “ego” dissolves in the total summation (and we should not forget that 
this happens in an unconscious way, due to the sense of disability to re-produce 
the self). 

 

 



At this point, the tyranny of the regime will fall, since the power of the army, 
police and intelligence will be limited and marginal when facing the thrust of 
tens and hundreds of thousands of people. Thus, there will be a power 
imbalance in the benefit of the unarmed masses even though they face the 
armed apparatus of the regime. In addition to that, this explosion will be 
reflected into the structure of the regime itself as a state of confusion, and also 
as sympathy of many sects of the armed forces due to their class position as 
poor sects. 

           A perspective which neglects the power of masses at the 
moment of revolution is a haughty perspective. That’s why we see in the 
political activity a big tendency that underestimates or even neglects this 
revolutionary moment, at which the collective consciousness forms and 
masses free themselves from their chains.  

 

This tendency sees the tyranny of the regime just through the “size” of the 
political activity, and that’s why the regime seems for them to be more 
powerful, and the political activity remains disabled due to its limited size and 
limited horizon of thought. Facing the tyranny of the regime requires it to be 
more powerful, which is true. The dominant tendency in this political activity is 
based on including wide sects of the masses in membership, ignoring any 
qualification. Since this issue is actually impossible due to the aforementioned 
situation of the people –where alienation of the individual being compelled to 
ensure his need to re-produce the self makes him avoid any political activity- 
despite his sympathy with a political current or another.  

 

That’s why under this condition the political party will be a party of minority, 
in any case, and this is its natural character anyway. 

This party should include most revolutionary and courage and enthusiastic 
individuals with high conscious levels. It should be the “general staff of the 
revolution”, and it cannot be anything else, except if it were a bourgeois party 
in a liberal system, where the overt activity is facilitated, and media is available 
widely, so it can affect wide sects of masses according to its vision, to depend 
on them in elections. 

 



But in a country dominated by repression, the revolutionary mission of the 
party cannot be achieved except through secret activity. Thus, this revolutionary 
party cannot be a mass party. It should be an organized minority party, with an 
authority derived from the masses, as much as it links itself with the class it 
represents, a real linkage, and as much as it represents the interests and the 
ambitions of this class, rejecting the theoretical mazes and generalized 
discussions, and trying to solve defined problems.   

 

No doubt that the isolation of the political activity due to its false vision, and 
its separation from the masses, and its attachment to an illusional “dream”, 
which make it feel itself as a minority facing the tyranny of the regime, is one of 
the bases of the existing logic of reformation in the political activity. Since this 
party will remain a “ 
minority party” isolated from the masses, this logic pushes it to the tendency to 
make deals with the regime, and to seek for finding common areas with it. It 
may participate as an “observer”, or a “judge” and a “guide” that tries to 
“rationalize” the mass movement, which is actually to deprive it from the 
revolutionary content. In addition to all this, it stands with a sect of the regime 
and criticize another. It gambles on a sect of the regime and works to convince 

the masses of it. 

It feels that it represents a special structure (conscious, elite individuals) and 
touches its differentiation from the masses (retarded, semi-feudal, reactionary 
masses). Thus it considers the regime as a “rational” structure, so it accepts it 

with “criticism”, and works to modulate the mass movement to control it. 

The political activity here seems to be above the real class struggle, and 
becomes a part of the conflicts among the parts of the ruling and exploiting 
class. It separates from the masses, and approaches the ruling and exploiting 

class. 

On the light of formal evaluations, and selective arrogant perceptions, 
this political movement considers itself the representative of the crushed 
classes, but it does not actually belong to it. It considers also that improving the 
exploiting conditions and the situation of the increasingly impoverished sects of 
workers and poor peasant and a wide spectrum of petty bourgeois could not be 
achieved except by convincing the ruling class by its high enthusiasm and the 



“revolutionary” role played by its political activity, through its “advices”, 
“guidance”, “proposals”, “appeals”, “suggestions”, and “criticism”, of the ruling-
exploiting class, so that it proves its sincerity, and “gives” what it can provide to 

improve the situation of the poor classes. 

 

On the other side, we see obedient, resigning masses that work hard to 
provide their essential means of living, and to re-produce itself, away from 
political activity, not interested in opposing the regime (the ruling-exploiting 
class) and repressing their anger while being exploited and plundered. These 
masses seem to be as a marginalized group, living outside the reality, and may 
stay like that for years, but may at a certain point explode a stormy uprising that 
shakes thrones and drop down regimes and systems. Its activity ranges from 
“none” to “all”, from the politically marginalized activity to imposing its control 
in a stormy revolutionary moment.  

This shift from stillness into motion, from subsidence into activity, is the 
power which is able to defeat the tyranny of the regime, and marginalize its 
forces. This shift prepares the conditions to realize the revolutionary change, to 
drop down the ruling-exploiting class, and crush its policies, in order to build a 
new socio-economic and political structure. But this cannot be achieved by the 
spontaneous action of masses alone since masses can explode the uprising but 
cannot know how to direct this explosion. Masses may storm their anger, but do 
not know actually what to do. Masses can shake thrones and drop down 
regimes, but do not know what kind of systems to build. The critical moment of 
explosion triggered by the feeling of disability to re-produce the self, can make a 
great agitation that ends the authority of a president, or the regime of an 
exploiting sect, but will not establish the authority of the popular masses, the 
authority of workers and poor peasants, since the level of consciousness and 
the forms of organization of the masses do not allow that. 

Thus we should here recognize again the role of the revolutionary political 
movement that really represents the workers and poor peasants, specifically. 
So, what is the role that this movement can play to realize this? 

 

 



We should here point that the need for a party is imposed by the conditions 
of the reality. The party that really represents workers and poor peasants is a 
necessity due to the aforementioned characterization of the problem of mass 
movement. Thus, its mission is exactly the insertion of the scientific 
consciousness that corresponds with the interest of these poor classes, and the 
way to defeat the false consciousness inside them, so that they come into 
awareness of their collective interests, first. The second mission quest is how 
this organization can form the dynamic spiral of the mass movement, and how 
to be its axis and its general staff, and how to develop the forms of organization 
of this movement. The mass movement is actually able to drop down all the 
superior structures, its power is greater than the tyranny of any ruling regime, 
and this is what uprisings in the Arab World proved, at the moments of 
uprisings and weakness of the ruling-exploiting class that became unable to 
impose its control anymore. 

Uprisings showed the deep crisis that the masses live. Uprisings also showed 
the power of masses when they become free from their “fear” and “cautions”, 
and enter the revolutionary struggle. 

But all these uprisings did not come into victory, whether since it did not 
result in dropping down the systems, or because it resulted in dropping down 
an exploiting sect and led another exploiting sect into victory (as the case of 
uprising in Sudan) without realizing the real change that ends its misery. 

We should discuss this result, and define its causes, so that we can support 
the mass movement with the basic elements that lead it to victory. This is 
directly related to the existence of two factors: 

 First: Marxists should be decisive in the quest of class relationships, so that 
they abandon any bargain and gambling on any of the exploiting, and ruling-

exploiting sects. They should declare again their organic linkage with workers 
and poor peasants 

     Second: The mass movement should be studied as it is in reality, not as 
presented by books, or “invented by the genius elite”. The reality presents its 
own issues and problems, and defines the possibilities of the way of history.  



The Uprising Way 

Therefore, the uprising is a necessity, imposed by the conditions of the 

reality. The aggravation of impoverishment, due to the policies of the ruling 

class practiced under the dominance of a dependent peripheral system, 

enforces the occurrence of the uprising. Thus it is necessary to understand the 

evolution of mass movement and touch the horizons that it can reach. 

The deepening of dependence, that devotes the dominance of the 

dependent bourgeois impose the occurrence of uprisings. We should notice that 

these uprisings will still have no clear horizon as much as they remain 

spontaneous. In this case, this uprising will be just an expression of rejection at 

a certain moment. Certain sects of the exploiting class may benefit from this 

stormy explosion to arrange a certain formal reconstruction of the regime that 

serves this sect over the ruling-exploiting sect. 

The exit from this maze, and the end of oppression that masses suffer from, 

inflict the entrance of new revolutionary factors. The characteristics of these 

uprisings, as we discussed before, is that it explodes spontaneously, 

unorganized and without a radical goal. Furthermore, it relies on the 

consciousness of masses, which is already affected by the predominant ideology 

of the past, and the present, which make us conclude that it possesses false 

consciousness that does not present its real ambitions, and thus does not allow 

the establishment of a radical activity towards the realization of its goals. 

 

These new factors have significant importance, since they are supposed to 

contribute for the establishment of the state of the qualitative shift from the 

false consciousness to the true consciousness, and from spontaneity to 

organization. We are talking here about the political party that is capable to 

realize this qualitative shift. It is the Marxist party that can organize the working 

class and the poor peasants, and that is able to form a wide class front to 

radicalize the mass movement, and to make these uprisings a conscious and 

directed explosion that ends exploitation and re-construct the society according 

to their interests. 



 
 


